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BANDAGING 101 
THE ART & ANATOMY OF THE PERFECT BANDAGE
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ABOUT ME

LEAD SPECIALTY SURGERY TECH SINCE 2018

In Washington, DC

High volume specialty (5-6 bandages a day)

FELL IN LOVE WITH BANDAGING IMMEDIATELY

Love the connection and relationship developed with 
patient and owners

Enjoyed the creativity and puzzle aspect of wound care

Founder of Brian's Bandages
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ABOUT BRIAN’S BANDAGES

Offers educational 
resources and 

training

Volunteers virtuallyOffers bandage 
scissors

Creates 
bandage art

Promote proper
bandaging techniques
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THE BANDAGING 
MIND SET

No bandage is the same, too many variables 

 No bandage is the same
 No patient is the same

 No owner is the same

Have a solid foundation of skill but need to be 
able to be fluid.

What works for one patient, might not work 
for another.
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Why are bandages 
important?

Components 
of a bandage

Bandaging 
technique

Pitfalls of 
bandaging

OVERVIEW
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WHY ARE BANDAGES IMPORTANT?

Protect wounds from contamination

Help with tissue debridement

Minimize swelling or dead space

Attenuate bleeding

Immobilize limb

Fractures

Luxations

Soft tissue
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THINGS TO THINK ABOUT BEFORE YOU BEGIN

Wound? Fracture?

EXTENT OF BANDAGE

Duration of bandage

Open toe vs. closed toe
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HOW MUCH CAST PADDING TO USE?
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To Open Or Not To Open, That Is The Question
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DURATION OF BANDAGE

0-2 Days

• Typically closed-toed
• May or may not have stirrups

3+ Days

• Usually have stirrups
• Open-toed unless contraindicated
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BANDAGING TECHNIQUES

BEFORE THE BANDAGE 

Shave between toes and pads to enable easier 
cleaning and drying during subsequent changes

IF PATIENT HAS LONG HAIR, ALSO 
SHAVE WHERE STIRRUPS ARE GOING

Clip nails to prevent sores causes by nails on 
dewclaws and lateral toes
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COMPONENTS OF BANDAGING

INSIDE TO OUTSIDE

Contact layer
(primary layer)

Intermediate layer 
(absorbent layer) 

Outer layer
(protective layer)
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CONTACT LAYER

Gauze (wet to dry/dry to dry)

DEBRIDE TISSUE 
(ADHERENT 
DRESSINGS) Telfa with antimicrobials

Honey/sugar

DELIVER/RETAIN 
MEDICATION

Rediheal, hydrocolloid, 
alginate, hydrogel

REMOVE WOUND 
SECRETIONS

Telfa
PROTECT THE WOUND

DIRECT CONTACT WITH THE WOUND
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PARDON THE IN-STIRRUP-TION

MAINTAINING STABILITY
• Ample strips placed 

on opposing sides of 
the limb

• Do not place directly 
on wound

SHAVING THE LIMB
• Allows tape to adhere
• Allows for compression
• Prevents mobility
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INTERMEDIATE 
LAYER

Safely applies compression to 
the wound/limb

Hemostasis, eliminates motion

Protects the wound/limb 

Absorbs wound fluid

PERFORMS SEVERAL 
FUNCTIONS

Materials:
Cast Padding

Cling W rap/ 
Stretch Gauze

Stockinette
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STOCKINETTE FOR PRESSURE SORES

16

©  Copyright 2025, A ll R ights Reserved by Brian’s bandages
017

STOCKINETTE FOR AETHETICS
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HOW TO MAKE STOCKINETTE DONUT
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BANDAGING TECHNIQUE
INTERMEDIATE LAYER - CAST PADDING

Smooth application 
– no creases 

Snug application 
– no dimples
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ROTATE WRISTS “IN” TO GET A 
SMOOTH APPLICATION
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SNUG APPLICATION- NO DIMPLES
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WRAPPING CAST PADDING
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FORELIMB VS HINDLIMB
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HINDLIMB BANDAGES

Concentrate On Thinner Areas

Change limb shape from triangle to cylinder

Prevent bunching of the 
cast padding
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WALKING ANGLE

the bandage needs to be applied with an appropriate walking angle to avoid sores and 
keep the patient comfortable

IF IT’S A HINDLIMB 
BANDAGE
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CAST PADDING & CLING WRAP
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GOT A SPLINT? LOCK THAT SPLINT INTO PLACE!
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CLING WRAP AND STIRRUPS
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TERTIARY LAYER

Holds other layers in place

Protects from the environment

Provides stability to the limb

FUNCTIONS

VET WRAP

TAPE
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BANDAGING TECHNIQUE

TERTIARY LAYER

DO NOT UNROLL Vet 
Wrap, unless bandaging 
head, thorax or abdomen

Do not apply with 
tension

Smooth application 
– THIS IS WHAT 
THE CLIENT SEES
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HOW TO APPLY VET WRAP
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TOE TALK
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TOE TALK
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TOE TALK
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BANDAGING TECHNIQUE

FINISHING TOUCHES

Waterproof tape 

Date and initial

Bandage cover for when 
they are outside

Bandage art
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BANDAGE EVALUATION
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WHAT HAPPENED WITH THIS BANDAGE
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COMMON BANDAGE SORES
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NOT SO COMMON BANDAGE SORE
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TAKE HOME BANDAGE CARE 
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Questions?

www

www.briansbandages.com

43


