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“The capability they (MWDs) bring to the fight cannot be replicated by
man or machine. By all measures of performance their yield
outperforms any asset we have in our inventory. Our Army (and
military) would be remiss if we failed to invest more in this incredibly
valuable resource.”

—GENERAL DAVID H. PETRAEUS

5/3/2026




5/3/2026

MEDEVAC Platforms

» First respondersfhandlers provide
initial treatment and triage the
patient

» MWDs MEDEVAC to the first level
of veterinary care in theater

« If patient treatment requirements
exceed the in theater capabilities,
MWDs are flown to higher echelon
of care
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NEW Clinical Practice Guidelines

Traumatic Brain Injury Management and Basic

Telemedicine Guidance in the Deployed Setting

Canine Tactical Combat Casualty Care Guidelines «

CPGs are published on the JTS website, Deployed Medicine s
and the Deployed Medicine app.

Junctional Hemorrhage

Ventral (Belly) View
1 ‘a)]

» Wounds in the:
« Groin
« Caudal thigh and perineal region
« Axilla (Armpits) and shoulders
+ Base of the neck




Junctional Hemorrhage

Wounds that may result in junctional
hemorrhage in are typically caused
by dismounted

attacks and

Extremity
Wounds

Windlass
Tourniquets:
Not
Effective

Tourniquets

» (H&H Med Corp; https:/www.swat-t.com/).
» Serves as an effective pressure bandage
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Successful Wound Healing

» Consider all factors involved:

+ Management
« Patient
» Wound

* 4 Tenets of Wound Healing

* Cleanse
* Debride
* Lavage

* Dress
* Repeat
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* 2 yr male GSD
» Shrapnel wound to right hind

« Stabilized at a FOB (forward
operating base)

* MEDEVAC to Bagram Airfield,
Afghanistan

* AEROVAC to Role 3 in Germany 8
days post-injury

ntinuous or intermittent negative pressure

= -125 mmHg

= Decreases interstitial edema

= Increases hydrostatic pressure in capillaries

= Drainage of wound — maintains environment
=

= Increases bacterial clearance o vaco

= Gauze or foam-based

= Enhances early clinical wound healing

= Promotes granulation tissue
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: g days post NPWB
r

: Partial tendon tear
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= 6 yr male Belgian Malinois, Allied
Force

= Gun shot wound to the right distal
antebrachium

« Stabilized at Kandahar AB

» NPWT placed on the limb and leg splinted

» Arrived at Bagram Airfield three days
after initial injury

» AEROVAC to Germany
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* 49 days in Germany
* Multiple bandage chan
* One external fixator

placement

* Two free skin graft
procedures
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« 5 yr female GSD

* Training exercise

= Stepped in gutter

« Stabilized in Sasebo, Japan
» AEROVAC to Okinawa, Japan
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* 4 yr male Belgian Malinois —
Allied Forces =

* Multiple GSW

« Fractured left humerus

» Stabilized at Kandahar
» AEROVAC to Germany
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« 4 yr female GSD

» Unknown trauma to perianal area

« Stabilized in Naples, Italy

« Developed sepsis

* AEROVAC to Germany
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= 4 yr female Belgian Malinois

» Ambushed and sustained
GSW to all four limbs

» Severed radial artery = right
forelimb amputation

» Placement of NPWT
+ AEROVAC to Germany
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Conclusion

= Military Working Dogs sustain severe injuries requiring complex
treatment.

* The use of NPWT has been instrumental to the recovery of many
battle injured MWDs.

» Teamwork approach

« Consider all factors invaolved

* 4 tenets of wound care
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